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been educated at one of the fashionable
public schools, or, at the least, have spent
his early manhood in some haunt of villa-
dom, and in either case have come to
regard as an axiom of good government
that " the lower orders should be kept in
their place/' In nine cases out of ten, then,
he will start his official career with strong
oligarchic leanings. And everything in
that career will conspire to accentuate and
to reinforce his initial bias. The defer-
ence and adulations of the more educated
Indians, the cringing obsequiousness
of the baser sort, naturally confirm him
in the opinion he has formed of his own
abilities, and convince him that he really is
a Heaven-sent mentor for the guidance of
a people walking in Egyptian darkness.
In other words, he falls into the .snare
that Fate ever lays for those who too early
in life achieve greatness or have greatness
thrust upon them. Being worshipped by
others, he ends by worshipping himself,
Herod, who made himself a god, was, it
is to be feared, but the prototype of a
numberless host who in all ages have